
The Power of Play-based Learning
Writing Stories in 1st Grade

Our unit, Where Are We In Place and Time, students wondered about different 
families. We created puppets to represent their nuclear family. Children could 
not wait to play and interact with other ‘families’. While playing they acted out 
different situations and stories from their own personal experience.



We shaped our family 
stories by deciding 
which family 
members become 
the characters in their 
stories. Some students 
decided to include 
their whole families, 
some only siblings, 
some added friends, 
pets or fictional 
characters.

Then students were asked to play with chosen characters 
and they immediately started dialogues between their 
puppets. 

During that time we observed and asked each student 
questions: “What is happening here?”, “Where are you right 
now?” “I see your brother is lying down? Did something 
happen?”, “Is someone crying? Can you tell me why?” 



Students shared the setting of their play and problems that occurred: “We are in 
at the market but daddy forgot his wallet” said Erdem. “We are in the forest. It is 
picnic time. Some animals came as they smelled food in our basket.” shared Ege. 
“We are driving to school but a giant robot invaded the world now we are stuck 
in the car.” said Ruzgar. He looked really moved by the situation he created in his 
play. 

After playtime each student transferred their play into a story graphic organizer 
and shaped their very first independent draft that made them feel proud and 
successful as writers. “Ms. Emilia, I didn’t know writing stories is so easy!” shouted 
Kutay with glee…



Follow the QR Code to 
join our classes 

through the writing 
process -- from 

Prewrite to Publish.

 What will our authors 
create?
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