KC Colorful Cats
Me. Awe and Me. Duygu M.

Pumpkinse Everywhere!

It started with the Fall Festival when parents sent pumpkins for our
learning experiences. There were so many pumpkins in our building that
we came up with many ideas.
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We started by creating a pumpkin patch and this is what we heard:

Katerina: Look! Pumpkins Everywhere! It’s so beautiful. | love it! | like the
biggest one. It’s so giant. And | like the small little white ones too. It looks
nice with my witch costumes.

Defne: | like the big one too. And the small white one. It is so cute.

Nil T.: | like the white one too. But if | have the big white one, | will make
pumpkin pie. It’s so yummy, you know?
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We started off with observational drawings of the pumpkins so that our
students could use their sense of sight and touch. It was interesting to
see that students liked to add their imaginary details, such as eyes, a
mouth, a nose in their drawings. At this point, the teachers stepped in to
explain the purpose of an observational drawing.

Students then focused more on the actual details, such as the different
colors, the smoothness or the roughness of the skin, and the sizes of the
pumpkins.



The pumpkins were left in the classroom as a provocation. Some students
threw the pumpkins to their friends to catch. While they were playing, we
heard...
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Mehmet: This one is so heavy. | can’t throw this one. But | can throw the other
one.
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Mert: Just throw it. | can catch it. It’s not heavy.
While Emir was watching his friends play, he turned to his teacher and asked,
“What’s inside the pumpkin? One big seed?”

Teachers decided to explore children’s sense of sight, touch, hearing, and
smell. In a circle, students passed around pumpkins to touch, hit, weigh with
their hands, and smell. Then the teacher asked, “What do you think is inside
the pumpkin?” There were many guesses. “One giant seed!”, “Water!”,
“Pumpkin!” , “Many many seeds!” We cut two pumpkins into halves. The
students were excited to see if the reality matched their predictions. One of
the students noticed that the flesh of one pumpkin is thicker than the other.

Sorting out

Students explored the inside of the pumpkins and teachers asked: “What do you see?”, “What does the inside of
the pumpkin feel like?”, “Does the smell remind you of anything?”

There were so many different answers from students:
“There are many many seeds and there are some strings.”, “It’s wet and slimy inside the pumpkin. It’s yucky, too.”,

“l am not going to touch it. It’s disgusting.”, “Oh it smells very bad. | want to throw up.” , “l want my mommy to
make soup out of it.”



Going Further

Arman: “Can we plant these? Will they grow?”
Katerina :“Can we plant something else too?”
So, we continued our journey and learned how to plant the seeds.

After some research, the students learned we need soil, water, .
sunshine, and seeds. The students planted the seeds in the class bi &
and they took turns watering the seeds and watched how they
grew. After waiting for almost a week, the pumpkin seeds started
to sprout. The students made sure the seeds were watered
regularly and they were exposed to the sunlight.

Then they noticed that the sprouts leaned towards the sun. So they
turned the bin in the opposite direction and waited to see what
would happen. And sure enough, the sprouts leaned to the sun
again.

During these times, Katerina climbed underneath the bin and
looked up. She pointed out to her friends that they could see the
roots if they looked from down here. So, everyday, the students
checked on the sprouts and their roots and they were very proud of
their work.

During this Unit of Inquiry, one of the Approaches to Learning (ATLs)
that we focused on was ‘I can use my senses to notice details.” The
Kindergarten Team designed this study to explore this ATL
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